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Bible Study 

Bible Study 

•  Observation: Context 

Bible Study 

•  Observation: Context 

•  Geography 
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Geography 

 

Tyre 

Sidon 

Decapolis 

Dalmutha 
 

Bible Study 

•  Observation: Context 

•  Geography 

•  Culture 

Bible Study 

Culture 

•  Jews versus Gentiles 

Bible Study 

•  Observation: Context 

•  Geography 

•  Culture 

•  Literary Features 

Bible Study 

Literary Features 

•  Chiasm 
• A 

• B 

• C – interpretive center 

• B’ 

• A’ 

Mark 6-8  
•  Call to preach/ go with authority   

•  Herod / Ideas about Jesus 
•  Feed 5,000 

•  2nd crossing in storm            

•  Defilement / Traditions   
•  Syrophoenecian Woman   

•  Deaf & Dumb    
•  Feed 4,000    

•  Pharisees Argue    
•  Leaven of Pharisees & Herod 

•  Blind Man      
•  Ideas about Jesus 

• Call to deny self      
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Mark 6-8  
•  Call to preach/ go with authority  (Sacrificial Service) 

•  Herod / Ideas about Jesus 
•  Feed 5,000 

•  2nd crossing in storm           (Boat, Understand, Hardness) 

•  Defilement / Traditions  (Pharisees) 

•  Syrophoenecian   (Gentiles) (food) 

•  Deaf & Dumb   (Gentiles) 

•  Feed 4,000    (Gentiles) (food) 

•  Pharisees Argue   (Pharisees) 

•  Leaven of Pharisees & Herod(Boat, Understand, Hardness) 

•  Blind Man      
•  Ideas about Jesus 

• Call to deny self     (Call to Sacrificial Service) 

Mark 6-8  
•  Call to preach/ go with authority  (Sacrificial Service) 

•  Herod / Ideas about Jesus 
•  Feed 5,000 

•  2nd crossing in storm           (Boat, Understand, Hardness) 

•  Defilement / Traditions  (Pharisees) 

•  Syrophoenecian   (Gentiles) (food) 

•  Deaf & Dumb   (Gentiles) Open Ear / Mouth 

•  Feed 4,000    (Gentiles) (food) 

•  Pharisees Argue   (Pharisees) 

•  Leaven of Pharisees & Herod(Boat, Understand, Hardness) 

•  Blind Man     Opening Eyes - in 2 stages 

•  Ideas about Jesus 
• Call to deny self     (Call to Sacrificial Service) 

Bible Study 

•  Observation: Context 

•  Geography 

•  Culture 

•  Literary Features 

•  Biblical Context 

Bible Study 

Biblical Context 

•  Adjacent Stories 

•  Rest of Mark 

•  References in Larger Bible 

Gentile Faith #1 

The Syrophoenician Woman 

Mark  

7:24-30 

Observation 

Mark 7:24-26 
  Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of 

Tyre.  He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his 
presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard 
about him, a woman whose little daughter was 
possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his 
feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian 
Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon 
out of her daughter. 
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Observation 

Mark 7:24-26 
  Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of 

Tyre.  He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his 
presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard 
about him, a woman whose little daughter was 
possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his 
feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian 
Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon 
out of her daughter. 

Observation 

Mark 7:27-30 
   “First let the children eat all they want,” he told 

her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread 
and toss it to their dogs.”  “Yes, Lord,” she replied, 
“but even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.”  Then he told her, “For such a 
reply, you may go; the demon has left your 
daughter.”  She went home and found her child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Observation 

Mark 7:27-30 
   “First let the children eat all they want,” he told 

her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread 
and toss it to their dogs.”  “Yes, Lord,” she replied, 
“but even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.”  Then he told her, “For such a 
reply, you may go; the demon has left your 
daughter.”  She went home and found her child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Observation 

Mark 7:27-30 
   “First let the children eat all they want,” he told 

her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread 
and toss it to their dogs.”  “Yes, Lord,” she replied, 
“but even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.”  Then he told her, “For such a 
reply, you may go; the demon has left your 
daughter.”  She went home and found her child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Observation 

Mark 7:27-30 
   “First let the children eat all they want,” he told 

her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread 
and toss it to their dogs.”  “Yes, Lord,” she replied, 
“but even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.”  Then he told her, “For such a 
reply, you may go; the demon has left your 
daughter.”  She went home and found her child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
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Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
•  Faith: Gentile Woman understands who Jesus is 

(LORD)  and how to approach him (humble) 
more that Religious Leaders or disciples! 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
•  Faith: Gentile Woman understands who Jesus is 

(LORD)  and how to approach him (humble) 
more that Religious Leaders or disciples! 

•  Result: Jesus acknowledges her faith ! and 
does only casting out of demon without even 
being present! (even crumbs are powerful) 

Gentile Faith #2 

Healing Deaf & Mute Guy 

Mark  

7:31-37 

Observation 

Mark 7:31-32 
  Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went 

through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and 
into the region of the Decapolis.  There some 
people brought to him a man who was deaf and 
could hardly talk, and they begged him to place 
his hand on the man. 

Observation 

Mark 7:31-32 
  Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went 

through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and 
into the region of the Decapolis.  There some 
people brought to him a man who was deaf and 
could hardly talk, and they begged him to place 
his hand on the man. 

Observation 

Mark 7:33-35 
  After he took him aside, away from the crowd, 

Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he 
spit and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up 
to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, 
“Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). At 
this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly. 
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Observation 

Mark 7:33-35 
  After he took him aside, away from the crowd, 

Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he 
spit and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up 
to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, 
“Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”). At 
this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly. 

Observation 

Mark 7:36-37 
  Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But 

the more he did so, the more they kept talking 
about it. People were overwhelmed with 
amazement. “He has done everything well,” they 
said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 
speak.” 

Observation 

Mark 7:36-37 
  Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But 

the more he did so, the more they kept talking 
about it. People were overwhelmed with 
amazement. “He has done everything well,” they 
said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 
speak.” 

CONTEXT 

Mark 7:32 
 There some people brought to him a man who 
was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged 
him to place his hand on the man. 

 

GreeK: “mogilalon” 
 
OT Passage: Isaiah 35:6  
 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
•  Messiah Is Here: The one who can open the 

ears of the deaf and the mouth of the dumb is 
here, in the flesh – and He will fulfill all OT 
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Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
•  Messiah Is Here: The one who can open the 

ears of the deaf and the mouth of the dumb is 
here, in the flesh – and He will fulfill all OT 

•  Ears of the Gentiles Opened: Jesus is not just 
here for the Jews – He opens ears of gentiles ! 
and they respond greater than those who claim 
to be God’s children! 

Gentile Faith #3 

Feeding of the 4,000 

Mark  

8:1-13 

Observation 

Mark 8:1-5 
  During those days another large crowd gathered. 

Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for 
these people; they have already been with me 
three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them 
home hungry, they will collapse on the way, 
because some of them have come a long 
distance.”  His disciples answered, “But where in 
this remote place can anyone get enough bread 
to feed them?”  “How many loaves do you have?” 
Jesus asked.  “Seven,” they replied. 

Observation 

Mark 8:1-5 
  During those days another large crowd gathered. 

Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for 
these people; they have already been with me 
three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them 
home hungry, they will collapse on the way, 
because some of them have come a long 
distance.”  His disciples answered, “But where in 
this remote place can anyone get enough bread 
to feed them?”  “How many loaves do you have?” 
Jesus asked.  “Seven,” they replied. 

Observation 

Mark 8:6-9a 
  He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 

When he had taken the seven loaves and given 
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people, and they did so. 
They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks 
for them also and told the disciples to distribute 
them. The people ate and were satisfied. 
Afterward the disciples picked up seven 
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 
About four thousand men were present.  

Observation 

Mark 8:6-9a 
  He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 

When he had taken the seven loaves and given 
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people, and they did so. 
They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks 
for them also and told the disciples to distribute 
them. The people ate and were satisfied. 
Afterward the disciples picked up seven 
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 
About four thousand men were present.  
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Observation 

Mark 8:9b-13 
  And having sent them away, he got into the boat 

with his disciples and went to the region of 
Dalmanutha. 
 The Pharisees came and began to question 
Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from 
heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does 
this generation ask for a miraculous sign? I tell 
you the truth, no sign will be given to it.” Then he 
left them, got back into the boat and crossed to 
the other side. 

Observation 

Mark 8:9b-13 
  And having sent them away, he got into the boat 

with his disciples and went to the region of 
Dalmanutha. 
 The Pharisees came and began to question 
Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from 
heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does 
this generation ask for a miraculous sign? I tell 
you the truth, no sign will be given to it.” Then he 
left them, got back into the boat and crossed to 
the other side. 

Observation 

Mark 8:9b-13 
  And having sent them away, he got into the boat 

with his disciples and went to the region of 
Dalmanutha. 
 The Pharisees came and began to question 
Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from 
heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does 
this generation ask for a miraculous sign? I tell 
you the truth, no sign will be given to it.” Then he 
left them, got back into the boat and crossed to 
the other side. 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
•  No More Crumbs: Section opened with 1 

women asking for crumbs from Jesus, ends with 
Jesus feeding 4,000!  The gospel has come to 
the Gentiles. 

Interpretation 

Implications / Interpretation 
 
•  No More Crumbs: Section opened with 1 

women asking for crumbs from Jesus, ends with 
Jesus feeding 4,000!  The gospel has come to 
the Gentiles. 

•  No More Signs: Jesus looking for faith, and will 
respond  - But not willing to give signs to those 
desiring to test him / those without ears to hear. 
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Applications 

Applications for us: 
 
 

Applications 

Applications for us: 
 
•  Jesus for Everyone: Jesus is not just for a 

particular people or particular culture, He is for 
everyone ! 

Applications 

Applications for us: 
 
•  Jesus for Everyone: Jesus is not just for a 

particular people or particular culture, He is for 
everyone !  

•  Anyone can come to Christ 

Applications 

Applications for us: 
 
•  Jesus for Everyone: Jesus is not just for a 

particular people or particular culture, He is for 
everyone !  

•  Anyone can come to Christ 

•  We should bring every one to Him! 

Applications 

Applications for us: 
 
•  The Approach Matters: Jesus has compassion 

on hungering people, Jesus acts on behalf of 
humble people with faith, but he does not 
respond to unbelieving tests 

Applications 

Applications for us: 
 
•  The Approach Matters: Jesus has compassion 

on hungering people, Jesus acts on behalf of 
humble people with faith, but he does not 
respond to unbelieving tests !  

 
•  How will you approach Him today? 
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Finding  

Faith in 
Unexpected 

Places 


